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ili. 16. 
(Continued from page 121.) 


In addition to what we have remark- 
ed on the Deity of Jesus Christ, we 
fnd Dr. C. inconsistent with himself 


“3, From this it appears, that the 
sacrifice of Jesus was the only means 
by which the redemption of man could 


sufficient to accomplish this gracious 
design.” 

Waving, for the present, all consi- 
‘derations as to the nature of this sa- 
crifice, we would ask, If it be ‘ abso- 
lutely sufficient to accomplish this gra- 
cious design ;” viz. the redemption of! 
man; what is the reason that man Is 
-not redeemed? But yet Dr. C. says, 

“5. We learn that no man is saved 
through this sacrifice but he who ée- 
lieves: 1: e. who credits what God has 
spoken concerning Christ, His saeri- 
fice, the end for which it was offered, 
and the way in which it is to be applied, 
in order to its becoming effectual.”’ 

This sacrifice, therefore, which is 
ABSOLUTELY SUFFICIENT for the re- 
demption of man, has no salutary ef- 
fect, until something further is done 
by man, IN ORDER TO ITS BECOMING 
EFFECTUAL ! 

Again, Dr. C. says, page 23, 

“As everything that’ God does is 
of infinite worth and value, and must 
be sufficient to accomplish the end for 
which it was designed ; we may, there- 
fore, safely conclude, that ‘the death 
of Jesus Christ upon the cross for our 
redemption, was a full, perfect, and 
sufficient, oblation and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world.”” 

What, then, we ask, is the reason 
that the WHOLE woRLpD of mankind 
are not saved ? Since it appears by this 


pletely, and perfectly purged and 
washed away in the blood of the Lamb! 


ent with themselves? After acknow- 
ledging all the above, is it consistent 
for Dr. C., or any one else, to contend, 
as he does on page 24? viz. as follows? 
*“ But we must not suppose that be- 
cause such an infinitely meritorious 
sacrifice has been offered for the sal- 
vation of the human race, that there- 
fore they must necessarily be saved, 
merely because the offering has been 
made.” 
Why not?,since “every thing that 
God does is of infinite worth and va- 
lue, and must be sumicient to accom- 
plish the end for which it was de- 
signed ?” But Dr. C. continues ; 
“Our Lord guards us against this 
error by showing us in the text that 
the vift of God’s love becomes effectual 
to the salvation of them only who_be- 
lieve: that whosoever BELIEVETH in 
him should not perish, but have éverlast- 
ing’ life.” 
Now, admitting all this true, will 
God do nothing to produce this faith 
on which the salvation is supposed 
finally to depend? “ He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?” Rom. viii. 
$2. “ By grace are ye saved, through 
faith (xet:Te70) and this not of your- 
selves, it is the gift of God.” Eph. il. 
8. Faith is as much the gift of God 
as any thing else; because God gives 
us all the evidences of his grace, with- 
out which we could not believe. If, 
therefore, God really designed the sal- 
vation of the world in the gift of his 
son, andiat the same time has made 
that salvation dependent on the faith 
of those who are saved, there can be 





that their sins areall completely atoned/no reasonable doubt but that he will 


Dr? C. says, page, 26, “ Faith alone, 
therefore, is left, as the means by which 


How God could purchase blessings for 
man, we do not understand. “Who 
but God had spiritual blessings to be- 
stow? And who but God had an ade- 
quate price to pay for them ? And how 
God could purchase of God, blessings 
for man, either spiritual or temporal, 
is a mystery which we must leave for 
the wise doctors of the day to explain. 
But that God did promise to bless all 
nations in the seed of Abraham, (which 
seed, the apostle says, as Christ,) is 
what we read; and what there is no 
difficulty in’ understanding. 

Now, we lay hold on this promise 
by faith, (as we walk by faith, and not 
by szgft,) and our faith is greatly 
strengthened by the life and immortali- 
ty that is brought to light by the gos- 
pel. Our believing, however, makes 
the promise no more true, nor the 
thing promised any more effectual ; 
but only brings us into the enjoyment 
of the truth. The truth is equally 
true, whether we believe it or not; and 
when the time shall have arrived in 
which God designed that the blessings 
promised should be actually enjoyed, 
the promise will be fulfilled, the unbe- 

lief of man notwithstanding: for “ If 
we believe not, yet he abideth faithful ; 

he cannot deny himself.” 2 Tim. li. 13° 
All the effect, therefore, whith our 

faith can have, is to give us some pre- 

libations of those future and eternal 

ioys, while we walk by faith; (1. e. 

whilst here ;) and whilst we hope for 

But when 





things which we see not. 


for—satisfaction is made to divine jus-[take the best effectual means that all. _ 
tice—the debt cancelled—and the ini-/men, according to his will, should: 
quities of the whole world tully, com-|come to the knowledge of the truth - 
and be saved. But these things he 
will effect in his own way, and in his. 
Why will not men learn to be consist-|own time, Ew 
Passing over much on which we are. 
not disposed to make any remarks, 


the purchased blessings are applied.’” 
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all shall be brought to see as we are 
also seen, and know as we are also 
known, faith will be of no further use, 
and can have no further effect. 

Now, if these premises are correct, 
which appear to us to be both scrip- 
tural and reasonable, we must submit 
it to those who take the trouble to read 
the doctor’s Discourse, whether it 
be absolutely necessary to believe 
all that he has stated on pages 25 and 
26, or not: for it really appears that 
simply believing in the promise which 
God made to Abraham, and in the tes- 
timony of Jesus, And I, if Ibe lifted up 

from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me, and in the testimony of the apostle, 
in the passage which has been quoted, 
Rom. viii. 32, and also to Timothy, 
God our Saviour will have all men to be 
saved and come unto the knowledge of 
the truth, would be just as good as to 
believe all that the doctor has stated 
respecting the Godhead of Christ, a sa- 
crifice of infinite merit, that Jesus is 
properly, essentially, and eternally God, 
and that his death, (i. e. the death of 
him who is essentially and eternally 
God!) must be of infinite merit! that 
Jesus was nota martyr, buta sacrifice; 
that he died for every Auman soul; but 
yet we must not suppose that they must 
necessarily be saved; yet, however, we 
must believe that the merit and BENE- 
Frits of his death necessarily extend 
to all mankind ! 

What these benefits are, Dr. ©. has 
not informed us; though he has cau- 
tioned us against believing that they 
are the benefits of salvation. We must 
leave it therefore for him or his advo- 
cates to explain and reconcile the doc- 
tor with himself. 

Again, p. 26, “ I have proved else- 
where, that as sufferings are the effects, 
either near, or remote, of sin; conse- 
quently they cannot destroy the cause.” 
The “doctor is probably speaking, not 
of the sufferings of God! butof the suf- 
ferings of men ; as he says just above, 
“ Nor can any kind of sufferings be 
We believe this to 
be true ; though we do not believe it to 
be what the doctor meant. He did 
not think of the sufferings of God and 
man, combined in ONE Person, when 
he wrote the above. But Dr. C. has 
not informed us how the sufferings of 
this mysterious, complex person, con- 
sisting of Two natures combined in 


} _ THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


near or remote cause of sufferings, than 
the’ sufferings of any one else. Here 
again, therefore, we want some expla- 
nation, or help, and we shall feel thank- 
ful to any one who will be so kind as 
to give us any light on this intricate 
subject. | 

It is possible that the eyes of the 
unlearned may be dazzled with the 
long string of initials affixed to the 
doctor’s name, and also with the Greek 
and Hebrew words, with which his 
discourse’ is interspersed; which they 
cannot understand, and of which we 
have taken no notice; for we have 
found enough written in plain English, 
to give the general character of the 
work. 

There is one idea more, however, 
which we shall notice ina future num- 


ber. 
(Coneluded in our next Number.) 


O 
A Dialogue between a Universalist and 
a Limitarian. 
(Continued from page 122.) 

Uni. Ithank you, dear sir, most 
gratefully, for the liberal disclosure of 
your mind on the subject of the moral 
tendency of this doctrine, against 
which its opposers say so many hard 
things. For along time I have enter- 
tained the same opinion, which you 
have so clearly stated. It seems evi- 
dent, that the partiality which charac- 
terizes all limited schemes of salvation 
has more or less worked its baneful 
leaven into the hearts of their advo- 
cates, and in room of that diffusive 
and benevolent charity, which is the 
most distinguishing attribute of the 
religion of the Saviour, a spirit of cen- 
sure and persecution has been manifest- 
ed; which so far from being of a 
moral tendency, has been productive 
of some of the greatest evils with 
which society has ever been visited. 
And though we have reason to regret 
that all those who profess to believe in 
the universal goodness and salvation 
of our heavenly Father, do not, in all 
things, adorn the doctrine with its 
most natural fruits of moral justice, 
temperance, truth and love, yet it 
seems reasonable to believe that the 
more people become enlightened into 
the nature of this doctrine, the more 
they will discover, admire, and prac- 
tise its virtues. Iwill not longer 
detain you from presenting these pas- 
sages of scripture, which to you remain 








seeming import unfavourable to the 9a 
doctrine of universal salvation. [p~ pon 
the mean time I must inform you, that je”! 
I assume not the wisdom by which] ‘ 
can reconcile all parts of scripture, oy Jo - 
explain every dark saying in the Bible; 4 on 
but I am perfectly willing to have any ~ ‘st 
passage cited, which appears to you | e 
rather against the doctrine, .and‘am MP. 
also willing to do the best I can to the 
illustrate any such passage agreeably - a 
to its own true light; and this I shal] M7 
attempt to do, expecting your assist. 
ance in all cases. 

Lim. The passage which lies most 








































































on my mind is what is commonly call. ane 
ed the last judgment, recorded in " 
the 25th of Matthew, and last pa- ” 
ragraph. It seems, according to the J 
literal reading of this portion of our han 
Saviour’s declarations, that at the last hav 
judgment there will be two classes, Hy i¢ y 
one on his right hand, and the other [He 
on his left ; and that those on the right ture 
hand will be received to favour, but “ 
those on the left sentenced to everlast- cess 
ing misery. I have been informed Hov 
that Universalists hold, that those on Bi tice 
the right hand are mankind, but those erro 
on the left are the sins of men; but] A 
cannot see the propriety of this ex- pect 
position. I have also been told that here 
some think that those on the left hand if it 
are the fallen angels, who at the final nece 
judgment will be separated from man- as < 
kind, and be sent into everlasting | 1D 
punishment, but that all men will be U 
admitted to the enjoyments of life eter- writ 
nal; but neither does this fully satisfy 1) 
my mind. ‘To speak of punishing sins nece 
separate from the agents, really appears U 
a matter wholly destitute of ration- is it 
ality; and especially does it appear you 
absurd to punish sins, because they in re 
have not visited the sick, clothed the also 
naked, and fed the hungery; and | there 
cannot learn that the fallen angels M 
were ever commanded to do these agai 
things for mankind. ter n 
(To be Continued. ) 
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WHILE we maintain a due depend- cessi 
ence upon God, let us also exert satis: 


ourselves with care in acting our own U. 








ONE, Can any more destroy sin, the 


of doubtful application and of a 


part. The happiness of every man de- suffe: 
pends more upun the state of his own —So 
mind, than upon any one external cir- conti 
cumstance ; Nay, more than upon all actus 
external things put together. —Inordi« was 

nate passions are the great disturbers justic 
of life ; and unless we possess a good 9 ¢lse. 
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ronscience, and well governed mind, 
giscontent will blast every enjoyment, 
gnd the highest prosperity will prove 
‘only disguised misery. Fix then this 
conclusion in your minds, That the de- 
struction of your virtue, is the destruc- 
ion of your peace. Keep thy heart 
“with all diligence; govern it with the 
‘ereatest care; for out of it are the is- 
gues of life. E. 


age e ’ a € 
Christian Messenger. 
Philadelphia, Saturday, March 11, 1820. 
jhe substance of a conversation which 
recently took place between a Univer- 
salist and a Methodist. 


(Continued from page 124.) 

M. 1 have had a book put into my 
hands this afternoon, and am sorry I 
have not had time to read it; but will, 
if you please, turn to one passage. 
Here . read from Kneeland’s Lec- 
tures, p- 101, as follows, | 

“How was even this suffering ne- 
cessary to enable God to forgive sin? 
How was any sacrifice to divine jus- 
tice necessary? May God pardon my 
error— 

M. I do not wonder the author sus- 
pected that he might be in an error 
here “* May God pardon my error, 
if.it be one, when I say there was no 
necessity for the suffering of Christ— 
as a satisfaction to divine justice.” 
—Do you believe this? 

U. I surely believe what is there 
written. 

M. Then you say that there was no 
necessity for the suffering of Christ! 

U. No—I do not say that—neither 
isitso written in the passage which 
you have just read. I observed, that, 
in reading, you made a long pause, and 
also laid a strong emphasis, where 
there should have been neither. 

M. Did I? Well, I will read it 
again, and try to mind my stops bet- 
ternext time. [J/. Reading.| 

“ May Ged pardon my error, if it 
be one, when I say there was no ne- 
cessity for the suffering of Christ, as a 
satisfaction to divine justice.” 

U. There! does that say that the 
suffering of Christ was not necessary? 
—So far from that, it implies to the 
contrary :—for the suffering of Christ 
actually took place ; and therefore, if it 
was not necessary to satisfy divine 
justice, it was necessary for something 
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from where you commenced, you will 
find several reasons given why the 
death of Christ was necessary ; and it 
concludes by saying, “ These things 
were all necessary in the wisdom of 
God;” in which sense the author of 
that book admits that all things are ne- 
cessary which actually take place. But 
in order to prove that the death of 
Christ was necessary, in the sense for 
which you contend, you must first 
prove that it was unjust for God to 
forgive sin; and that the death of 
Christ has rendered it just for him so 
todo. Whereas we contend that it 
never was unjust for God to forgive 
the penitent sinner, since he is “a 
just Gop, AnD A SAvViourR,” and it is 
the penitent only that he now forgives. 

M. I contend that God cannot for- 
give sin only for Christ’s sake ; and it 
was for his sake that he always forgave 
sin, even before his death and suffering 
took place; and had it not been for the 
death and sufferings of Christ, there 
could have been no forgiveness of sin ; 
and if not, all must have been misera- 
ble to all eternity. 

U. I should not admit all this, even 
if sin were never to be forgiven, for 
God has never threatened man with 
endless misery in consequence of sin. 
But why do you suppose that God for- 
gives sin for Christ’s sake? Wedo not 
read so in the Bible, except in one pas- 
sage, (Eph. iv. 32.) where it is evi- 
dently an erroneous translation. It 
should have been 77 or through Christ ; 
and not for Christ’s sake. 

M. But of what use was the.death 
of Christ, if it did not satisfy divine 
justice, and open a way whereby God 
could be just and yet the justifier of 
him that believeth ? Rom. i111. 26. 

U. A thing might be necessary to 
set forth, or show the justice of God, 
and at the same time not necessary to 
open a way (as it is often termed) 
whereby God could be just. ‘The whole 
mission of Christ was a commendation 
of the love of God to man; and his 
death was consequential; (as he re- 
ceived it from the hands of his ene- 
mies ;) and the same spirit that put 
him to death would now persecute his 
followers, were it not restrained from 
so doing by the civil law. 

M. God hath concluded all men in 
unbelief—all were under the law and 
under the curse—and had it not been 


ADE 


of the death and sufferings of Christ, 
we all must have been miserable eter- 
nally ! : 

_ U. My dear sir, you are growing « 
little too warm—it is best to keep calm, 
and remember that bold and positive 
assertions are not arguments. I say 
that the object of the mission and mi- 
nistry of Christ, embracing and includ- 
ing his death and sufferings, and all that 
appertained to his ministry, was a com- 
mendation of the love of God, and de- 
signed to reconcile the world to God, 
and not to reconcile God to the world. 

M. This sets aside the merits of 
Christ altogether, and reduces him to 
be nothing more than one of the apos- 
tles! 

U. It is not necessary to discuss this 
point now—but as I observed before. 
you are getting too warm! 

JM. lam not warm! 

U’. I understood, sir, that you wish- 
ed for an interview with me, and I ex- 
pected to be treated, at least, civilly! 

M. No! I did not wish for it! ~ 

A Friend. Why, my dear sir, I cer- 
tainly must interfere here. You cer- 
tainly did express such a desire to me, 
and it has been through my means that 
it has been brought about. 

M. Why, to be sure, I thought that 
[ should like to hear his sentiments, 
and to have an opportunity to tell him 
what I thought of them. 

U’. That opportunity now presents ; 
and if you will hear me I will endea- 
vour to show you that my idea of the 
death and sufferings of Christ better 
comports with the scriptures on this 
subject than yours. 

M. Nothing can comport with the 
scriptures which takes away all the 
merits of the death of Christ. - 

U. I am willing to allow all the me- 
rit in the death of Christ which can be 
found in the scriptures—but, why will 
you not hear me? I was about to lay 
before you the scriptures on this sub- 
ject. 

A Friend. You ought to be willing 
to hear—and make your remarks af- 
terwards. J 

M. Well, I will hear. 

U. The scriptures, as I humbly con- 
ceive, speak of the death of Christ, 
blood of Christ, cross of Christ, preach- 
ing of Christ, Christ and him crucified, 
&ec. by way of figure, to signify the 
whole process of the mission and mi- 
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else. If you will read the page down 
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nistry of Christ; and the object of this 
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ministry was to reconcile ‘all things to 
God, and not to placate the Deity, or 
to render him propitious, by an act 
which his own wisdom dictated. The 
scriptures- that come directly to this 
point, and by which that for which I 
contend is proved, are the following. 
I shall quote them according to the 
improved version. Rom. v.10, 11. 
" Yor if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, much more having been re- 
conciled, we shall be saved by his life. 
And not only so, but we boast likewise 
in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 


by whom we have now received the 


reconciliation.”” Here you will per- 
ceive, that the word rendered atone- 
ment, in the common translation, and 
in the only text where that word can 
be found in the New Testament, is 
here rendered reconci/iation; and which 
we have now received; not God; but 
we have received the atonement or re- 
conciliation. See also 2 Cor. v. 18— 
20. “But all things are of God; who 
hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the minis- 
try of reconciliation, namely, that God 
through Christ reconciled the world to 
himself, imputed not to them their tres- 
passes, and committed to us the doc- 
trine of reconciliation. We are there- 
fore ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God besought you by us; we, for 
Christ, entreat you, ‘Be ye reconciled 
to God.’”’ Col. 1. 19, 20. “ For it hath 
pleased the Father to inhabit all fulness 
by him; and, having made peace 
through his blood shed on the cross, 
that by him he would reconcile all 
things to himself; by him, I say, whe- 
ther they be things on earth, or things 
in heaven.” Ali this, and much more 
ihat might be quoted, are in perfect uni- 
son with my ideas on this subject; 
while they appear to be altogether in- 
compatible with the idea that the death 
of Christ was necessary to satisfy di- 
vine justice; or that divine justice was 
satisfied thereby. If divine justice 
were satisfied in the death of Christ 
for the sins of the world, why does the 
same divine justice require any thing 
more? why is not the sinner acquitted ? 
(To be Continued.) 
O 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


The Second Independent Church of 
Christ, called Universalist, in Philadei- 
phia, having at a previous meeting agreed| 
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to their Profession of Belief and Plan of 
Church Government, met on Tuesday even- 
ing, the 7th instant, agreeably to their 
Constitution, and elected their Board of 
Trustees ; viz. one Moderator, one Secre- 
tary, one Treasurer, two Deacons, and 
nine Trustees ; three for three years, three 
for two years, and three for one year; and 
their Constitution provides that tle mode- 
rator, secretary, and treasurer, shall be e- 
lected annually, and also three trustees, to 
serve for three years. Never was a 
church formed, nor is it hardly possible 
that one should be formed, with more har- 
mony and unanitnity. The Profession of 
Belief, containing three articles, and Plan 
of Church Government, containing twenty- 
one sections, were adopted without a dis- 
senting voice ; and there were forty-eight 
tickets given in for the Board of Frustees, 
and not enough written to supply all that 
were present. ‘There were a few scatter- 
ing votes for the Trustees, but the most 
any one had, excepting those’ who were 
elected, was nine votes. May the blessing 
of Almighty God, which was ever to attend 
the sincere followers of Christ, rest upon 
this infant Church, and make constant ad- 
ditions of such as who are begotten again 
to a lively hope by the resurrection of Je- 
sus from the dead, and who will adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. 





Extract of a Letter from the Rey. Stephen 
R. Smith, New Hartford, N. Y. to the 
Editor of the Messenger ; dated Febru- 
ary 22, 1820. 

Dear Sir, 

I noticed with much pleasure in the last 
Messenger,* an extract from the “ Univer- 
salist Magazine,” giving a statement of the 
increase of believers in the “ common sal- 
vation” in Boston and its vicinity, aceom- 
panied by a statement of the increased at- 
tention in Philadelphia. I have ever 
thought, that communications of this kind, 
would be productive of edification and en- 
couragement to the “believers scattered 
abroad.” And as every thing relating to 
the spread of divine truth must be inter- 
esting to you, especially in this country, a 
statement of the rise and progress of the 
“ Universalist Society in Henderson, New- 
York,” will, I trust, be acceptable. In Fe- 
bruary, 1819, a few individuals, (seven, I 
believe,) feeling desirous of uniting into 
society relationship, agreed to communi- 
cate their views confidentially, to such as 
they conceived were friendly to their un- 
dertaking, and appointed a day on which 
they would meet for further consultation ; 
a number more coming forward, they pro- 
ceeded to give public notice of their in- 
tentions to form into a religious society. 
This measure excited the greatest interest 





* See No. 26, page 103. 





—the different religious orders were alarm. 
ed—the Scriptures were read, examined 
re-examined, and the whole community. 
was roused to reflection and investigation, 
The result was precisely what you would. 
expect. Many were brought to a know. 
ledge of the truth. The meeting was ay 
tended, and about thirty persons signed 

































































their compact ; and such was the wonder. | ch 
ful effect of the spirit of enquiry, that jy. aes 
about four weeks, the society consisted of Pu 
seventy members; nearly the same num. 
ber of females, in the meantime, also ac. — 
knowledged and rejoiced in the salvation HM NO. 
of God. It is highly worthy of remark 3 —— 
that, during these measures, they were ep. 
tirely destitute of public preaching—ne. Seve 
ther had any of the order preached in the aT 
town, for when they commenced a corres. 
pondence with me in May, the brothe 
who wrote says, “ We have never yet hada. Dr. 
gospel sermon preached among us,” mean. 
ing a sermon, by a believer in the restity. 
tion of all things. Several brethren have O1 
since visited them—a pleasure which wag will 
granted me the first of January last. ‘Their think 
numbers were daily increasing, and their 
union and stedfastness such as furnished aR 
not only “ comfort,” but “good hope,” that 
through “ grace,” they would in the “ bonds And 
of peace,” “ press toward the mark for the! vatlo 
prize of the high calling of God in Chris AXlOl 
Jesus.” de 
O on th 
POETS? CORNER, . Hii / 
4 FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, NOW. 
Sweet is the scene when virtue dies, comp 
When sinks a weayy soul to rest; aston 
fow milgliy beams the closing eyes, on th 
How gently heaves the expiring breasi! his ir 
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